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UPCOMING EVENT!!
Your Personal Invitation…
Fall Conference
Happy summer to all.

Saturday,
October 17, 2015
Beaumont High
School
Keynote Speaker:
Yohannes
Haile-Selassie
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Yes, it finally stopped
raining – at least for a
few days. It is the end of
June and I still do not
have my garden planted.
No veggies until frost, I
guess. This makes me
wonder what kind of an
extreme summer we are
embarking upon and
how much of this is due
to natural phenomena or
as a result of our global
climate change.
I
definitely feel that WE
have played a critical
role in the climate
problems that we now
encounter.
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As science teachers and
proponents of science
education, we have a
responsibility not only to
teach about climate
change but to live it. I
see teachers adding this
topic to their curriculum
but I do not always see
their putting it into
practice.
I walk into
many classrooms and
see a waste basket half
full of paper that should
be in the recycle bin.
Everyday the trash bins
next to the copy

machines are almost
full of paper that
should have been
tossed
into
the
recycling container.
Are you doing enough
to promote good
environmental
practices among your
coworkers
and
students?
I know a
teacher who loudly
expounded the horrors
of
the
filled
wastebasket in the
workroom right in front
of his coworkers and
promptly removed all
paper relocating it into
the recycle bin. It only
takes a second and
what an example it
sets. Eventually the
recycle bin became
much fuller than the
waste basket.
Only one event – one
graduation party – that
I attended these past
few months had a
recycle bin for the
plastics and glass.
How simple it is to
have a second bin
labeled
‘Recycle”

whenever you have a
party, a simple gettogether, or even a
major event. Yes, you
may have to separate
some garbage out of it,
but sooner or later
people will catch on;
and, isn’t that a small
price to pay for helping
to
save
the
environment.
We change the world by
example.
Tess Wearsch,
CRCST President

UPCOMING EVENTS

National Congress
on Science
Education

July 15-18, 2015
Omaha, Nebraska
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CRCST FALL CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Dr. Yohannes Haile-Selassie is the Keynote!!
CRCST Fall Science Conference
Oct. 17, 2015 at Beaumont High School

March 2011. The upper and lower jaws of a hominid
are unearthed in the Afar region of Africa by a team led by Yohannes Haile-Selassie of the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Enthusiasm mounted in Haile-Selassie as he could
tell that something was different. Haile-Selassie is the curator of Physical Anthropology at
CMNH.
May 2015. After intense investigation, it is official! Haile-Selassie’s team unearthed a new
species of ancestral hominid that co-existed with Lucy.
Oct 17, 2015. CRCST will host Yohannes Haile-Selassie as its keynote speaker for the Fall
Science Conference at Beaumont High School in University Heights. Make plans now to attend and hear one of the great contemporary anthropologists of the world here in our own
backyard. He will be discussing the discovery of Australopithecus deyiremeda and its importance in the study of our human origins. The discovery also marks another milestone for
our Cleveland Museum of Natural History as a world leader in the study of hominid evolution.
Plan to join us there for this exciting presentation, the concurrent sessions, and camaraderie with other science teachers at the conference. The registration form is attached on the
next page and will be online at www.crcst.org.
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Branch Out - Tree Houses, Nature Exploration and Adventure
Saturday, May 23 - Sunday, August 23
Tuesdays, Thursdays - Saturdays: 10 am - 5 pm; Wednesdays - 10 am - 9 pm; Sundays - Noon - 5 pm; closed Mondays.
Explore a series of magical, interactive treehouses this summer at the Cleveland Botanical Garden. Five locally designed, architecturally innovative treehouses will be installed throughout the garden beckoning guests of all ages to come out and play.
Kids can forget about their electronic devices and let their imaginations run wild at Branch Out where each treehouse explores a
theme connected to learning and fun including art, music, reading, math and play. Enticing activities and fun facts are interspersed
throughout the garden inviting hours of adventure and discovery.
Visit: http://www.cbgarden.org/branch-out.aspx

Garden Summer Wednesdays
Wednesdays, June 3 - August 26 / Garden open until 9 pm. Join us for a summer of midweek magic as our popular Gourmets in the
Garden and Cocktails in the Garden series return each Wednesday evening. Learn cooking tips from some of Cleveland’s top chefs
and take a stroll through the Garden during a late sunset, cocktail in hand. Visit https://www.cbgarden.org/calendar-ofevents.aspx?eid=26657&amp;reid=&amp;sdate=6/24/2015&amp;ModuleId=92 for more information.

Teacher Membership at CBG


Receive a $15 discount off any current membership level (up to $90 Family Advantage, and excluding prior Teacher Membership
levels)



Good for all new memberships and when you renew



Free admission to the Eleanor Armstrong Smith Glasshouse and ten acres of beautiful gardens on our University Circle Campus
(excludes special ticketed events)



2 one-time use guest passes, valid for one year



10% discount at The Garden Store

Subscriptions to The Garden Muse, the quarterly magazine, as well as The Garden Minute, the monthly email newsletter - both exclusive to members


Free admission and/or additional benefits at nearly 300 gardens throughout North America and the Cayman islands, through the
Reciprocal Admissions program



Free borrowing privileges of our Teacher Kits

School Membership at CBG


One year borrowing privileges of our educational resources



One 90-minute introductory workshop at the Garden



Discounted rate for educator workshops



$2 coupon for discounted admission for school staff

School Membership Rate is $125.
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Celebrating 22 years on Friday, August 7, 2015, from 7:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. VIP party presented by SCENE Magazine 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Guests must be 21 or older to attend.
Twilight at the Zoo, presented by Medical Mutual will feature 18 Cleveland bands playing pop,
rock, reggae, swing, country, and blues. Admission for all partygoers includes cover charge, an
assortment of food, Samuel Adams beer, Angry Orchard, wine and soda. For more information
and to purchase tickets go to http://www.clevelandzoosociety.org/events/schedule-ofevents/2015/08/07/twilight-at-the-zoo?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Buy%20Tickets&utm_campaign=May%202015%
20Newsletter

Organizations can enjoy discounts when zoo memberships are purchased through the Bulk Buy program.
See http://www.clevelandzoosociety.org/membership/corporate-champions?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Read%20More%20Online&utm_campaign=May%202015%

THE ARTIST IN ME!
Age: Ages: 11-14
Number of days: 5 days
Available: July 13 – 17
Encounter undersea life through the eyes of a young artist! Budding artists sketch and paint freshwater and marine animal images using pencil and water color medium. Campers explore the art and science found in nature and gain an appreciation for the beauty around them. We’ll travel to the Cleveland Museum of Natural History to investigate Ohio’s
ancient fish then to the Cleveland Art Museum to search for aquatic animal in great works of art. We’ll even watch a
stingray create artwork, too. Join us for this creative sea adventure.

SHARKS AND OTHER PREDATORS!
Number of days: 5 (including one overnight)
Age: 8 – 11
Available: July 6-9 & one night overnight July 10 – 11
Sleep with the sharks and become a shark expert! Spend four days and one night investigating a shark’s life. Track a
great white shark in the Atlantic Ocean. Talk to a SCUBA diver in the shark tank to discover how we feed and care for
sharks. You’ll touch shark skin, and teeth to discover what make these creatures such efficient predators. Compare
sea predators at the aquarium to land predators at the zoo. Join us as we explore sharks and other predators from the
sea, land, lakes, and rivers.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
Ohio Energy Project is offering professional development opportunities this summer
for Ohio science teachers. Grade level workshops provide curriculum and a $200
teaching kit for participating elementary teachers:
 3rd Grade-Sources of Energy, State of Matter, Light & Heat
 4th Grade-Electricity, Circuits & Thermal Energy
 5th Grade-Light& Sound
The e3 Smart program (energy efficiency education) participants receive $400 worth of classroom materials and a
Home Efficiency Kit for every student. The e3 Smart program is open to grades 4-12.
Visit www.ohioenergy.org for more information on all programs including dates, locations and online registration.

UPCOMING SCIENCE EDUCATORS WORKSHOP
AVS has conducted a two-day in-service workshop on low-pressure experiments and modeling for middle and high school science
teachers from the United States and Canada since 1990. Attendees are sponsored by regional Chapters of the Society with all expenses paid by the sponsoring Chapter. The workshop is accredited for CEU's and is aligned with the national science and mathematics standards.
The workshop is divided into two parts: (1) lectures on the underlying science and the mathematical calculations and (2) hands-on
experience in which a group of teachers perform experiments and develop models under the guidance of an instructor team.

The next workshop will be held October 19-20, 2015 in San Jose, California during the AVS 62 nd International Symposium & Equipment Exhibition. Interested teachers should submit an on-line application. The deadline for submission is August 21, 2015.

The Lawrence Hall of Science is a recognized leader in pre-K–12 science
and mathematics education. Our efforts range from educational research
to curriculum development, hands-on investigations to multimedia interactive tools. We produce challenging and fun learning experiences—always
research-based, and always rigorously tested for effectiveness.

The Learning Design Group at the Lawrence Hall of Science is currently recruiting science teachers to participate in their 2015-2016
Elementary and Middle School Field Trials. If you are interested, please read more about the field trials for Elementary School Science at http://learningdesigngroup.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/AmplifyScience_FieldTrial_Elementary.pdf and for Middle
School Science at http://learningdesigngroup.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/AmplifyScience_FieldTrial_MS.pdf
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
The National Congress on Science Education (NCSE) meets annually and consists of one voting delegate from each of the 94 NSTA
Chapters and Associated Groups. The Congress meets to discuss issues and bring forth recommendations that may be of interest to
NSTA and the science education community. Delegates and other local leaders benefit
from attending the summer congress, which provides opportunities to


Network with other science leaders from the US and Canada;



Attend leadership workshops to assist them in their association role;



Represent their members as a voting delegate;



Attend focus groups to address national issues and formulate debate and adopt
resolutions;



Meet and work with the NSTA elected leaders and staff.

The 2015 National Congress on Science Education (NCSE) on July 15-18, 2015 is in Omaha, Nebraska. The theme is “Engineering
the Next Generation of Science Leaders 2015.” See http://www.nsta.org/about/collaboration/congress.aspx for details.

iDiscovery creates Web-based Professional Development communities that support Ohio educators as they implement systemic reformbased curricula and instruction that is aligned with Ohio’s New Learning Standards for Mathematics and Science
iDiscovery started in 2002 as a collaborative effort of the Discovery Center and Project Dragonfly at
Miami University. This Web-based initiative was originally designed to support iDiscovery’s face-toface professional development workshops and institutes by providing follow-on support for professionals as they implemented inquiry-based and problem-solving-based instructional programs.
Fall 2015 Semester iDiscovery Online Seminar Courses are Available.
iDiscovery: Implementing Ohio’s New Learning Standards for Mathematical Practice 1 15-16 EDT 699L
iDiscovery: Implementing Ohio’s New Learning Standards for Science Vision into Practice 1 15-16 EDT 699N

Participants earn two Miami University tuition-waived graduate credits each semester.
There is a $150 nonrefundable course administration fee at time of registration for each course.

Visit: The iDiscovery Website, https://www.idiscovery.org, for additional information.

Professional Development from Harvard University
The 3-day Summer Institute from the Personal Genetics Education Project, housed at Harvard Medical School.
We create interactive and engaging lesson plans for high school science, social studies, biotechnology, and
health teachers about social and ethical issues related to personal genetics. Our summer institute provides
teachers the opportunity to discuss the ethical, legal, and social questions that arise with cutting-edge genetic
technologies, and delve deeply into our curriculum. The link to register is https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1ZDTyFhB4jjnvihiGia9qsoDlnusJvyO3bN9dfllztMw/viewform. See http://www.pged.org/ for additional information.
July 28-30, 2015
9:00am - 3:30pm
Harvard Medical School
New Research Building
77 Avenue Louis Pasteur
Boston, MA 02115
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TEACHER RESOURCES
At the Buck Institute for Education (BIE), our highest priority is to help teachers prepare students for successful
lives. We do this by showing teachers how to use Project Based Learning in all grade levels and subject areas. As a
mission-driven nonprofit organization, BIE creates, gathers, and shares high-quality PBL instructional practices and
products and provides highly effective services to teachers, schools, and districts.
For teachers, BIE offers professional development on how to design, assess, and manage projects that engage and
motivate students. For schools, BIE helps bring coherence to PBL practices across grade levels and subject areas,
and supports the creation of school-wide processes and structures to support PBL. For districts, BIE offers unrivaled
service and expertise in creating and sustaining district-wide PBL initiatives. The exponential increase in demand for
its services and products speak to BIE’s ability to help educators around the world provide a better education for all
students.
For general information about BIE go to http://bie.org/
For information about Gold Standard PBL: Project Based Teaching Practices (Adapted from Setting the Standard for
Project Based Learning: A Proven Approach to Rigorous Classroom Instruction, by John Larmer, John Mergendoller,
Suzie Boss (ASCD 2015), go to http://bie.org/blog/gold_standard_pbl_essential_project_design_elements

Happy birthday, Hubble! Hubble
just passed its 25th anniversary
milestone.
There is a great site for information: http://hubble25th.org/

Goodbye, Messenger! After four years in orbit, Messenger has completed its
mission. The data analysis will continue, so we will look for more results
from this path-breaking mission. After 58 years of space research, we have
only orbited or landed on 6 of the 8 planets (and several moons and a couple
of asteroids)... Uranus and Neptune were only flybys, and the upcoming flyby
of Pluto this summer will complete the "traditional" nine planets. (But of
course, poor Pluto was demoted to dwarf planet status).
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TEACHER RESOURCES
Magnetospheric Multiscale (MMS) Mission will use a four-spacecraft suite to study reconnection, the most important process in the Earth's magnetosphere and in astrophysical objects
such as solar flares. Rice Space Institute will be leading the EPO for this mission. For information visit: http://mms.rice.edu/mms/index.php and http://mms.gsfc.nasa.gov/index.html.

CBG offers a variety of Teacher Resource Kits that supplement classroom learning. Kits are created using the
Ohio Academic Science Content Standards and are
available to members at no charge. Each kit may be
borrowed for three weeks. To reserve a kit contact Rowenna Collins at rcollins@cbgarden.org or call 216/7072831.

Do You Want to Attend 2016 NSTA National Conference in Nashville, Tenn.?
CRCST Can Help
In fall of 2013, the CRCST Board decided to offer a grant to help two members of CRCST and NSTA attend the
National NSTA Conference. The 2016 NSTA National Conference will be in Nashville, Tennessee from March
28 - April 1, 2016. This grant is designed for K-8 teachers of science. The CRCST Board has opened this up
to all K-8 teachers.
The deadline will be January 15, 2016 and the new application will be on the CRCST website. This is another
way to add to your professional development. Again the implementation of Next Generation Science Standards will be highlighted. Besides all the great sessions that are offered, this is a great way to network with fellow science educators. Please think about applying for the money to attend NSTA. Information on the March
NSTA National Conference can be found on the NSTA website, www.nsta.org. The application for the grant will
be found later in the newsletter.
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Looking for Science Leaders
At the October Fall Conference, CRCST will hold election for members of the 2015-2017
Board positions. The term of office is for two years. The Board meets on the first
Wednesday each month (except June, July, August) around 5:30 PM. This year we are
looking for members to fill the following positions: President-Elect, Secretary , Treasurer
(2015-2016 term completion), 2 representatives from the CMSD, 2 representatives from
public school, and 1 representative from private schools. If you are interested, please
contact Susan Clay at suzieclay@aol.com or call 440-570-1155. This is your chance to
help guide CRCST into the future and remain a strong organization. Your opinions matter to
the Board.

C R C ST

We are on the web!
www.crcst.org

Ann Thompson, Editor
Cleveland Metropolitan School District
Hannah Gibbons-STEM School
1401 Larchmont Rd.
Cleveland, Oh 44110

https://www.facebook.com/pages/CRCSTCleveland-Regional-Council-of-ScienceTeachers/75692664533?
ref_type=bookmark

